
SACRED
SPACES
a Ninth Root Project



Sacred Spaces
SiteWelcome!



Ninth Root Team

Shy Walker

Shazia Sheikh

Keta Price
Director, Founder

Project Manager

Engagement Consultant



Partners

Save The
Bay

Wild
oyster
ProjectGreenbelt

alliance

Brower-
Dellums
Institute

BayCAN

Greenlining
The Block



Ninth Root Bio

Ninth Root is a community based, Oakland-grown cultural
restoration organization dedicated to healing land and community

through adaptive bio-cultural design, ecological justice, and
generational memory. Established in 2021 and founded in 2023,
Ninth Root emerged from the understanding that true resilience

comes from reconnecting with the land, honoring cultural
heritage, and protecting what sustains us—spiritually,

ecologically, and collective healing.



Sacred Spaces Description
The Sacred Spaces project, is a .6 mile long sanctuary park plan along the

Damon Marsh at MLK Regional Shoreline in Oakland CA. It’s a multi-
phase planning and resilience initiative focused on the transformation of

underutilized and vulnerable shoreline spaces in Oakland into
ecologically resilient, culturally grounded, and community-activated
landscapes. The project integrates climate adaptation strategies, local
cultural knowledge, to create healing environments that address both

environmental and social vulnerabilities.
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Sacred Spaces



Who we Serve and why
Ninth Root serves communities of color in Oakland CA—especially those
marginalized by environmental harm, systemic disinvestment, and cultural
erasure. We focus on frontline neighborhoods, where residents live at the
intersection of climate vulnerability, economic inequality, and health disparities.
These communities often bear the brunt of pollution, flooding, and lack of access to
green space, while being excluded from decision-making processes that affect their
lives.
We do this work because environmental justice cannot exist without racial justice.
The people we serve carry deep generational knowledge, community strength, and
visions for liberation that deserve to be honored and resourced. By creating
pathways for leadership, healing, and restoration, we help ensure that those most
impacted are at the forefront of shaping resilient, beautiful, and equitable futures.



Mission

Ninth Root exists to restore the sacred bond between land, culture,
and community. Through the power of environmental justice,
education, and creative expression, we work to heal both ecosystems
and people—uplifting the voices of Black, Indigenous, and frontline
communities; we design spaces, programs, and experiences that are
rooted in local knowledge and driven by the urgency of climate and
cultural resilience. Our mission is to cultivate inclusive, regenerative
futures where our community has the right to thrive, breathe, and
belong.



Goals

Bring life back to the
Oakland shoreline by
revitalizing native
habitats, ensuring a
thriving and resilient
ecosystem for
generations to come.

Create meaningful
connections between
people and nature by
implementing plans
that foster unity,
accessibility, and
harmony within the
community and the
environment.

Empower local residents,
by involving them in the
planning, stewardship,
and celebration of a
vibrant and inclusive
shoreline.

Restore
Heal

engage



Values

Create climate-resilient
outdoor sanctuaries
that foster community
wellness, and cherish
local cultural heritage.

Cultivate nature-based solutions
to combat sea-level rise and
enhance shoreline habitats
through community
engagement, art, and
storytelling.

Create Cultivate



EEIA Pillars
The EEIA framework—Environmental, Educational, Integrated, and Artistic—is
essential because it offers a holistic approach to community resilience and
ecological restoration. By prioritizing the Environmental, we heal damaged
ecosystems and address climate threats. Through Educational strategies, we
ensure that knowledge is shared across generations, empowering youth and
community members with tools for change. The Integrated component ensures
that solutions are rooted in collaboration—blending science, culture, policy, and
lived experience. And with Artistic expression, we reclaim joy, identity, and
collective memory, by transforming public space into places of belonging. With
this framework, the EEIA creates a powerful, inclusive pathway for equitable
transformation and long-term stewardship.



Environmental

Stewardship, restoration and conservation
Nature-based solutions
Enhanced biodiversity
Native plant restoration and invasive species management

Our Priorities

Sacred Spaces environmental efforts are guided by a deep respect for nature

and a dedication to preserving and enhancing the natural beauty of our

community.



Educational

Inspire a deeper connection to nature
Promote ecological awareness
Empower community members to participate in the restoration 

Sacred Spaces provides opportunities for learning, exploration, and

meaningful dialogue about the importance of coastal resilience, habitat

conservation, and cultural heritage. 

Our Strategies



Integrated

Create inclusive and supportive environments
Reconnect with nature, find inner peace, and foster holistic healing
Promote self-care, resilience, and personal growth

Sacred Spaces provides a safe, nurturing sanctuary where individuals can

thrive and flourish physically, mentally, and spiritually.

Our Components



Artistic

Our Expression

Preserving stories, traditions, and artistic expressions 
Creating vibrant spaces that celebrate Oakland
Murals, sculptures, performances, and interactive installations

Sacred Spaces seeks to engage visitors in meaningful dialogues about history,

identity, and the environment, fostering a sense of belonging and connection to

the land.



Community Engagement
Workshops & Presentations – Educating the public on
restoration techniques and the benefits of nature-based
solutions.
School Partnerships – Hands-on learning opportunities for
students through fieldwork.
Public Events & Volunteer Days – Trash cleanups, invasive
plant removal, and shoreline monitoring.
Webinars & Reports – Sharing project findings to inspire
replication in other communities.

Community engagement is vital because it ensures that restoration and

transformation efforts are inclusive, relevant, and sustainable.



Our Programs
Educational & Design Presentations – Learn about
restoration techniques and shoreline protection strategies.
Guided Site Tours – Explore the shoreline, its history, and
ongoing conservation efforts.
Trash Cleanups – Help remove litter and debris to restore
habitat health.
Invasive Plant Removal – Participate in hands-on efforts to
remove harmful non-native species.
Open House Events – Engage with the community, hear
from project leaders, and get involved.
Community Panels – Discuss environmental justice,
climate resilience, and the importance of local stewardship.



Community Based Design

Centering community voices in
planning ensures projects reflect
the needs and values of the people
they serve.
Engaging the public in design
fosters a sense of ownership and
long-term stewardship.
Community members contribute
knowledge, lived experience, and
creativity to restoration efforts.



Our Initiatives

Shell HavenBloomNation 

Town TalesShore of Change



Our Initiatives

Oakland Shoreline Native & Invasive Plant

Program (OSNIPP)

BloomNation 

Restore and enhance native plant communities along the Damon Marsh shoreline.
Control and manage invasive species that threaten native plant habitats.
Increase habitat quality and connectivity for terrestrial species.
Improve human usability and accessibility of shoreline areas for recreational and educational
purposes.
Engage and involve the local community in restoration efforts and promote stewardship of
natural resources.



Our Initiatives

Olympia Oyster Habitat Restoration

Initiative (OOHRI)

Shell Haven

Co-design a pilot Olympia Oyster Habitat to mitigate wave energy, stabilize shorelines, and
provide effective erosion control.
Actively involve the local community in the planning, design and stewardship of the NBS
initiative, fostering a sense of ownership and connection.
Raise awareness about the importance of NBS, SLR and impacts, and Olympia Oyster Habitat
Restoration for shoreline resilience, encouraging a deeper understanding among residents.



Our Initiatives

Oakland Stewardship Workforce

Development Program (OSWDP)

Shore of Change

Increase participants' understanding of environmental stewardship, sea level rise, and nature-
based solutions in a paid position.
Provide practical skills in landscaping, native plant restoration, invasive species management,
and park infrastructure maintenance.
Equip participants with marketable skills and experience for future employment
opportunities in environmental and conservation fields.



Our Initiatives

Oakland Narrative Archive Project (ONAP)

Town Tales

Collect, preserve, and showcase the rich narratives and dialogues of the local community to be
integrated into signage and art pieces along the Sacred Spaces trail in Oakland.
Through a series of workshops, sessions, and events, community members will be invited to
share their stories, memories, and insights about the area, contributing to a deeper
understanding of its cultural significance and environmental heritage. 
Highlight and honor the story of the cultural and environmental significance of life in Oakland,
California.



THE MAGIC

Nature is a powerful healer,
offering solace, tranquility,
and renewal to those who

seek its embrace.

Immersing oneself in nature and
community facilitates a deep

connection to the divine, providing
profound insights and spiritual

awakening.

Protecting our culture and  natural
landscapes, we ensure that future seekers
of spiritual healing will have access to the

same transformative experiences.

Through thoughtful design and
stewardship, we can create sacred

spaces that invite reflection,
contemplation, and renewal.

PRESERVING ENHANCING

HEALING CONNECTING



Break

5 Minutes



Sea Level Rise (SLR)

Marsh Erosion

Invasive Plant Species 

 

CURRENT LANDSCAPE

RISK FACTORS



CURRENT LANDSCAPE

RISK FACTORS

SEA LEVEL RISE

Oakland is vulnerable to the impacts of sea level

rise due to its coastal location and low-lying

geography.

Rising sea levels increase the risk of flooding,

coastal erosion, and saltwater intrusion into

groundwater and estuaries.

Sea level rise exacerbates the effects of storm

surge during extreme weather events, putting

coastal communities at greater risk.



Sacred
Spaces Site





CURRENT LANDSCAPE

RISK FACTORS

Marsh Erosion

Marsh and mudflat elevations are constantly

evolving through erosion and deposition as

sediment is washed downstream from

watersheds and scoured from tidal channels and

flats, among other processes.

wind waves appear to be eroding parts of the

Damon Marsh trail shoreline, as well as the edge

of Damon Marsh itself. The marsh scarp’s

concave shape suggests waves are undercutting

it and creating an unstable cantilevered marsh

edge prone to collapse.



Damon Marsh





CURRENT LANDSCAPE

RISK FACTORS

Invasive plant Species

Invasive species often outcompete native plants,

alter ecosystem structures, and reduce

biodiversity, threatening wildlife that depends on

these environments. This disrupts the natural

plant diversity, which is crucial for supporting

local wildlife.

Invasive species alter soil composition, water flow,

and light availability. This affects habitat quality

for native animals, especially birds, amphibians,

and insects that depend on specific plants for food

and shelter.



Plant Space



CURRENT LANDSCAPE
Over 600 square meters

of Impacted Plant space



CURRENT LANDSCAPE 

PROPOSED RESTORATION

Erosion and Sea Level Rise Risk
Assessment and Mitigation

Invasive Plant Species Removal
and Monitoring

Native Species Planting and
Monitoring

Native Oyster Habitat
Restoration



CURRENT LANDSCAPE 

PROPOSED RESTORATION

Erosion and Sea Level Rise Risk

Assessment and Mitigation

Native oyster restoration of the native Olympia oyster

(Ostrea lurida) offers significant

ecological benefits in the Bay Area. Oyster reefs also

help reduce shoreline erosion and dissipate wave

energy, functioning as a natural defense

against storm surges and rising seas.

Eelgrass beds can help reduce shoreline and marsh

erosion, and they also provide habitat

structure and food for birds, invertebrates, and fish.



Marsh Erosion



Sea Level Rise



CURRENT LANDSCAPE 

Removing invasive species allows native plants to
recover, restoring the habitat for fish, birds, and
other wildlife. 

By restoring native vegetation, these habitats
become more adaptable to environmental
stressors, helping to protect coastal
infrastructure and communities through nature-
based solutions.

PROPOSED RESTORATION

Invasive Species Removal and

Monitoring



Fennel Pampas Grass



Community Stewardship



CURRENT LANDSCAPE 
five 250-square-foot high tide refuge islands were
built with fill material at Outer Faber Marsh in
East Palo Alto. When planted with native species
like marsh gumplant, these islands can provide
valuable habitat and increase wildlife’s resilience
to rising sea-levels. 

Healthy native vegetation in coastal marshes also

acts as a natural buffer against storms, waves,

and flooding, enhancing resilience to climate

impacts such as sea-level rise and increased

salinity. By restoring native vegetation by manual

implementation, we can help protect and preserve

native species.

PROPOSED RESTORATION

Native Species Planting and

Monitoring



Cali. sage Bush Gumplant



Cultivation Conversation



CURRENT LANDSCAPE 
As living shorelines, oyster reefs promote sediment
accretion and carbon sequestration, enhancing both
shoreline stability and marsh elevation. This makes
native oyster restoration a valuable tool for building
climate resilience, contributing to healthier coastal
ecosystems and stronger defenses against climate
change impacts.

The next phase approach integrates subtidal habitat
restoration of native oyster (Ostrea lurida) and native
eelgrass (Zostera marina) beds with designs that test
the use of these natural structures to buffer and
protect adjacent tidal wetlands of Giant Marsh.

PROPOSED RESTORATION

Native Oyster Habitat

Restoration



Oyster Spat (babies) Reclaimed Oyster Shell



Collective Transformation



CURRENT LANDSCAPE 

PROPOSED Amenities

Benches and Seating

Trash and recycle Bins

Art

Interactive Displays

Informational Signage

Community Garden

Labyrinth

Cooking areas



Break

5 Minutes



Current Vision Commiting to transforming a history of
exclusion and environmental harm into a
legacy of regeneration, equity, and
collective care.

Reclaiming the shoreline as a shared
sanctuary.
 
Co-creating spaces that reflect the beauty,
strength, and future of our communities.

a movement to transform

restoration into a culturally-rooted,

public act of care.

Approach



Current Vision

FUNDRAISING 500k
BayCan

GreenLining The Block SFBRA

Port of OaklandCurrent grants and partnerships

supporting the creation and

implementation of Sacred Spaces:



DESIGN STATUS Conducting community based planning and
design events.

Investigating permitting and implementation.

Analyzing site conditions.

Developing conceptual design plans based on
community feedback.

The site will comprise of 5 distinct

spaces along the trail that focus on

various aspects of the project.

30%
Current Status





1. WELCOME This entry point is designed to honor and set the
tone for visitors to feel grounded and respected.
Through signage, native plantings, and interpretive
art, the Welcome zone serves as a threshold space.



1. WELCOME

Community seating

Park
information

Sculpture



1. WELCOME
MOOD BOARD



2. GRATITUDE
A tranquil zone that encourages reflection,
reverence, and reciprocity. This space centers
around pollinator gardens, seating, and shaded
areas for quiet contemplation. At Gratitude,
community members can leave offerings, journal,
or simply sit with the landscape.



2. GRATITUDE

Pine Tree

Semi-circular
Seating



2. GRATITUDE
MOOD BOARD



3. HARMONIZE
This space fosters sound healing, and
artistic expression. Designed with
sculptural installations, and natural
acoustics, Harmonize will host sound
interactions and storytelling that uplifts
community creativity.



3. HARMONIZE

Sound Baths

Walking Trails

Seating

Art Installation



3. HARMONIZE
MOOD BOARD



4. REVITALIZE This space inspires wellness and physical
movement. Fitted with spaces for yoga,
and gym-type equipment, Revitalize is
designed for somatics and healing.



4. REVITALIZE

Native Plant
Labyrinth

Trails

Seating

Visual Art



4. REVITALIZE
MOOD BOARD



5. GATHER
At the soul of Sacred Spaces, this area is built for
celebration, convening, and nourishment. Equipped with
flexible seating, and cooking infrastructure, the
Gather zone invites shared meals, seasonal
ceremonies, and cultural events.



5. GATHER

Seating

Recreation
Space

Visual Art

Cooking
Grills



5. GATHER
MOOD BOARD



Connection to
the Land

Foster ecological and social connections

through compassionate community-driven

design and engagement.

Physically
Mentally
Spritually

Indigenous and ancestral knowledge
informs restoration efforts, honoring
the deep connection between people and
place.

Restoring these lands is about healing
historical harm and fostering
stewardship and healing for future
generations.

Community involvement ensures that
restoration is not just ecological, but
also cultural and social.



Future Vision

Maintaining our values to act on our

mission and complete our goals

Future design Status

90%
Implementation ready Conducting our initiatives

Long-Term Strategic Planning

Expansion



Timeline

Throughout this timeline, we will continue to focus our energy towards deep engagement,

healing-centered facilitation, and long-term sutatinability.

2025 2026 2027 2028 2029

Phase 1
30% Design
Completion

Phase 2
Phase 2 
90% Design
Completion



Close Out
We restore shorelines not only to
protect against climate impacts, but to
reconnect the community to the water,
to the land, and to one another. 

We are cultivating resilient landscapes
that nourish biodiversity, public health,
and collective belonging—for this
generation and the next.

From Roots to Water



Questions 
Comments



WAYS TO GET
INVOLVED

Join Us! – Participate in an upcoming

event, volunteer, or spread the word.

Support the Project – Donate,

advocate, or provide resources.

Stay Connected – Follow us on social

media, sign up for our newsletter, and

visit our website.



CONTACT US

Website: ninthroot510.wordpress.com

Email: ninthroot510@gmail.com

Social Media: @ninthroot510


